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The Mexican architect Frida Escobedo, celebrated for dynamic projects that 
reactivate urban space, has designed the Serpentine Pavilion 2018. Harnessing 
a subtle interplay of light, water and geometry, her atmospheric courtyard-
based design draws on both the domestic architecture of Mexico and British 
materials and history, specifically the Prime Meridian line at London’s Royal 
Observatory in Greenwich. 
 
Escobedo (b. 1979, Mexico City) is the 18th and youngest architect yet to 
accept the invitation to design a temporary Pavilion on the Serpentine Gallery 
lawn in Kensington Gardens. This pioneering commission, which began in 2000 
with Zaha Hadid, has presented the first UK structures of some of the biggest 
names in international architecture. In recent years, it has grown into a hotly 
anticipated showcase for emerging talent, from Sou Fujimoto of Japan to 
selgascano of Spain and Bjarke Ingels of Denmark, whose 2016 Pavilion was the 
most visited architectural and design exhibition in the world. Serpentine 
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Galleries Artistic Director Hans Ulrich Obrist and CEO Yana Peel selected this 
year’s architect, with advisors David Adjaye and Richard Rogers. The Serpentine 
Pavilion 2018 is sponsored by Goldman Sachs in its fourth year of support. 
 
Escobedo’s Pavilion takes the form of an enclosed courtyard, comprised of two 
rectangular volumes positioned at an angle. While the outer walls are aligned 
with the Serpentine Gallery’s eastern façade, the axis of the internal courtyard 
aligns directly to the north. Internal courtyards are a common feature of 
Mexican domestic architecture, while the Pavilion’s pivoted axis refers to the 
Prime Meridian, which was established in 1851 at Greenwich and became the 
global standard marker of time and geographical distance. 
 
British-made materials have been used in the Pavilion’s construction, chosen 
for their dark colours and textured surfaces. A celosia – a traditional breeze wall 
common to Mexican architecture – is here composed of a lattice of cement 
roof tiles that diffuse the view out into the park, transforming it into a vibrant 
blur of greens and blues. Two reflecting elements emphasise the movement of 
light and shadow inside the Pavilion over the course of the day. The curved 
underside of the canopy is clad with mirrored panels, and a triangular pool cast 
into the Pavilion floor traces its boundary directly beneath the edge of the roof, 
along the north axis of the Meridian. As the sun moves across the sky, reflected 
and refracted by these features, visitors will feel a heightened awareness of 
time spent in play, improvisation and contemplation over the summer months. 
 
Escobedo’s prize-winning work in urban reactivation ranges from housing and 
community centres to hotels and galleries. In 2006, she founded her practice in 
Mexico City, with significant national projects including the Librería del Fondo 
Octavio Paz and an extension of La Tallera Siqueiros gallery in Cuernavaca. Her 
designs have featured at the Venice Architecture Biennale (2012 and 2014), the 
Lisbon Architecture Triennale (2013), and in San Francisco, London and New 
York. Recent projects include Stanford University’s Graduate School of Business 
and social housing projects in Guerrero and Saltillo, Mexico. She lectures 
nationally and internationally, and has won multiple awards and accolades. 
 
Escobedo’s design enhances the Serpentine Pavilion’s reputation as a space of 
encounter and shared experience, following Francis Kéré’s acclaimed 2017 
Pavilion, a bright and airy structure that was inspired by the tree at the heart of 
his hometown in Burkina Faso and visited by more than 200,000 people. 
 
Frida Escobedo, architect of the 18th Serpentine Pavilion, said: “My design 
for the Serpentine Pavilion 2018 is a meeting of material and historical 
inspirations inseparable from the city of London itself and an idea which has 
been central to our practice from the beginning: the expression of time in 
architecture through inventive use of everyday materials and simple forms. For 
the Serpentine Pavilion, we have added the materials of light and shadow, 
reflection and refraction, turning the building into a timepiece that charts the 
passage of the day.” 
 
Serpentine Galleries Artistic Director, Hans Ulrich Obrist and CEO, Yana 
Peel, said: “We are delighted to reveal the designs for Frida Escobedo’s 
Serpentine Pavilion – a living timepiece in the park, powered by light and the 
Prime Meridian line. In its beautiful harmony of Mexican and British influences, 
it promises to be a place of deep reflection and dynamic encounter. We hope 
visitors of all ages will create their own experiences in the Pavilion this summer 
as we continue in our aim of bringing the urgency of art and architecture to 
the widest audiences.”   
 



Richard Gnodde, Vice Chairman of the Goldman Sachs Group Inc. and CEO 
of Goldman Sachs International, said: “Over the past three years Goldman 
Sachs has been proud to support a diverse range of emerging young architects 
and we are delighted to continue our sponsorship this year. We are excited to 
see Frida Escobedo’s design come to life and we look forward to another 
engaging Pavilion and summer of activities at the Serpentine Galleries.” 
 
David Glover, Technical Advisor said: "The Serpentine Pavilion is about 
providing the architect with the opportunity to use everyday materials in an 
innovative and creative way, challenging the user’s perception of architectural 
form and how buildings function. Frida has certainly delivered on this with her 
design, which generates a series of interlinked spaces that come alive through 
the clever use of light, shadow and reflection while maintaining a visual 
connectivity to the park. This Pavilion will delight and surprise its visitors.” 
 
The annual Serpentine Pavilion Commission has become a global platform for 
architectural experimentation, presenting projects by some of the world's 
greatest architects, from Zaha Hadid in 2000 to Francis Kéré in 2017. The brief 
is to design a temporary Pavilion that is used as a community hub and café by 
day and a forum for learning, debate and entertainment at night. Each Pavilion 
is sited on the Serpentine Gallery's lawn for four months and the immediacy of 
the commission has made it a pioneering model worldwide. 
 
The selection of an architect, someone who has consistently extended the 
boundaries of architectural practice but is yet to build in England, is led by the 
curatorial approach that guides all Serpentine programming: introducing the 
urgency of art and architecture to the widest possible audiences. The 
Serpentine Pavilion is consistently in the Top 10 most visited architecture 
exhibitions in the world. There is no budget for the project, which is realised 
entirely through sponsorship, in-kind support and the sale of the Pavilion. 
 
The Serpentine Pavilion 2018 will once again be a platform for Park Nights, 
the Serpentine’s annual programme of experimental and interdisciplinary 
evenings on selected Fridays. Practitioners in the fields of art, architecture, 
music, film, theory and dance will be commissioned to create new, site-specific 
works in response to Escobedo’s design, offering unique ways of experiencing 
architecture and performance, sponsored by COS. Building on its 2017 success, 
Radical Kitchen also returns to the Pavilion on selected Thursday lunchtimes, 
inviting community groups, artists, activists, writers and architects to form 
connections through food. This programme of workshops, performances and 
talks will address geological time, empire and movements, inspired by the ideas 
behind Escobedo’s Pavilion design. The Architecture Family Pack and 
Programme, sponsored by COS, will give children and their families the chance 
to explore the Serpentine Pavilion from playful and original perspectives. 
 
The Serpentine Summer Season continues with exhibitions of Tomma Abts at 
the Serpentine Sackler Gallery (7 June-9 September) and Christo & Jeanne 
Claude at the Serpentine Gallery (19 June-9 September). 
 
The Serpentine Pavilion 2018 will be open every day from 10am to 6pm, 
excluding 18/19 June when it will close, re-opening at 1pm on 20 June. 
 
Technical Advisor: David Glover 
Engineering and all technical services: AECOM 
Goldman Sachs is headline sponsor of the Serpentine Pavilion 2018 
 
Image Credit: Serpentine Pavilion 2018, Design Render, Interior View © Frida Escobedo, Taller de 
Arquitectura. Rendering by Atmósfera 
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Notes to Editors: 
 
Frida Escobedo (b. 1979, Mexico City) founded her practice in 2006, after four 
years as co-director of the architectural firm Perro Rojo. Her award-winning 
work has focused mainly on reactivating urban spaces that are considered to 
be residual or forgotten. In 2004 she was awarded the Scholarship for Young 
Creators by the National Fund for Arts and Culture (FONCA) and in 2008 she 
was selected by Herzog & de Meuron as one of the architectural studios to 
participate in the Ordos 100 Project in Inner Mongolia, China. In 2009, she was 
a winner of the Young Architects Forum, organised by the Architectural League 
of New York. In 2013, she was selected as one of the three finalists for the 
Architecture programme at the Rolex Mentor and Protégé Arts Initiative and 
was nominated for the Arc Vision Prize for Women and the Iakov Chernikhov 
Prize. In 2014, she was selected as a finalist for the Designs of the Year at the 
Design Museum in London and was nominated for the Mies Crown Hall 
Americas Prize of the Illinois Institute of Technology. In 2014, she won the 
Ibero-American Biennale of Architecture and Urbanism Prize (IX BIAU) in 
Rosario, Argentina. In 2017, she received the Emerging Voices Award by the 
Architectural League of New York. 
 
Goldman Sachs 
The Goldman Sachs Group, Inc. is a leading global investment banking, 
securities and investment management firm that provides a wide range of 
financial services to a substantial and diversified client base that includes 
corporations, financial institutions, governments and individuals. Founded in 
1869, the firm is based in New York and it maintains offices in all major financial 
centres around the world. 
 
David Glover 
David Glover brings a unique continuity and design expertise to the Serpentine 
Pavilion programme. Having worked on 14 of the past 17 Pavilions, David has a 
singular understanding of how to drive the Serpentine's brief to deliver exciting 
structures within six months of commission. David is key to the continued 
success of the programme, helping steer the entire team to bring creative, 
artful resolutions by promoting the use of innovative materials, detailing and 
construction techniques that push the boundaries of architecture. 
 
AECOM 
AECOM is built to deliver a better world. We design, build, finance and operate 
infrastructure assets for governments, businesses and organisations in more 
than 150 countries. As a fully integrated firm, we connect knowledge and 
experience across our global network of experts to help clients solve their most 
complex challenges. From high-performance buildings and infrastructure, to 
resilient communities and environments, to stable and secure nations, our work 
is transformative, differentiated and vital. See how we deliver what others can 
only imagine at aecom.com and @AECOM. 
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Stage One Creative Services Ltd. 
Stage One are makers. Based in Yorkshire, their high-profile creative portfolio 
includes architectural pavilions, event environments, TV sets and stage 
engineering. This is the 10th year that Stage One have been commissioned to 
fabricate and construct the Serpentine Pavilion. Other notable projects include 
Wolfgang Buttress's Hive, now at Kew Gardens, and Thomas Heatherwick’s 
iconic 2012 Olympic cauldron. More information on the company and recent 
projects is presented at stageone.co.uk 
 
Serpentine Pavilion History 
Serpentine Pavilion architects to date are: Francis Kéré, 2017; Bjarke Ingels 
Group (BIG), 2016; selgascano, 2015; Smiljan Radić, 2014; Sou Fujimoto, 2013; 
Herzog & de Meuron and Ai Weiwei, 2012; Peter Zumthor, 2011; Jean Nouvel, 
2010; Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa, SANAA, 2009; Frank Gehry, 2008; 
Olafur Eliasson and Kjetil Thorsen, 2007; Rem Koolhaas and Cecil Balmond, with 
Arup, 2006; Álvaro Siza and Eduardo Souto de Moura with Cecil Balmond, Arup, 
2005; MVRDV with Arup, 2004 (un-realised); Oscar Niemeyer, 2003; Toyo Ito 
and Cecil Balmond - with Arup, 2002; Daniel Libeskind with Arup, 2001; and 
Zaha Hadid, who designed the inaugural Pavilion in 2000. Serpentine Summer 
Houses architects in 2016 were: Kunlé Adeyemi – NLÉ, Barkow Leibinger, Yona 
Friedman, and Asif Khan. 

http://www.stageone.co.uk/


 


