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Press Release 
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Designed by Jean Nouvel 
10 July – 17 October 2010 
 
In 2010 the Serpentine Gallery celebrates its 40th anniversary. This year the 
Serpentine Gallery Pavilion is designed by world-renowned French architect 
Jean Nouvel. This is the 10th commission in the Gallery’s annual architectural 
series, the world’s first and most ambitious programme of its kind. It will be the 
architect’s first completed building in the UK. 
 
The Pavilion commission has become an international site for architectural 
experimentation and follows a long tradition of Pavilions by some of the world’s 
greatest architects. The immediacy of the commission – a maximum of six months 
from invitation to completion – provides a unique model worldwide. 
 

The design for the 2010 Pavilion is a contrast of lightweight materials and 
dramatic metal cantilevered structures. The entire design is rendered in a vivid 
red that, in a play of opposites, contrasts with the green of its park setting.  
The colour reflects the iconic British images of traditional telephone boxes, post 
boxes and London buses.  
 

The building consists of bold geometric forms, large retractable awnings and a 
freestanding wall that climbs 12m above the lawn, sloping at a gravity defying 
angle. Striking glass, polycarbonate and fabric structures create a versatile 
system of interior and exterior spaces.  
 
Around the Pavilion, Nouvel has created spaces for outdoor enjoyment and play, 
bringing the tradition of French civic parks to London. Red table tennis tables, 
draughts, chess, frisbees and kites will be available for the public to play with 
throughout the summer months.  
 
The flexible auditorium will accommodate the Serpentine Gallery café and the 
Gallery’s Park Nights programme which culminates in the 5th Serpentine Gallery 
Marathon: The Marathon of Maps for the 21 Century on 16 and 17 October. Maps 
have a powerful hold on our imaginations, defining our understanding of 
geography, scale, space and ideas. Artists, writers, thinkers and scientists will 
present maps encompassing their experience of the world today.  
 
Jean Nouvel is responsible for the design of over 200 buildings the world over, 
including the Copenhagen Concert Hall (2009); the Ferrari Factory, Modena (2009); 
Pavilion B at the Genoa Trade Fair (2009); 40 Mercer Street, New York (2008); the 
Musée du quai Branly, Paris (2006); the extension to the Museo Nacional Centro 
de Arte Reina Sofía, Madrid (2006); the Guthrie Theater, Minneapolis (2001); the 
Torre Agbar, Barcelona (2000); the Culture and Congress Centre, Lucerne (2000), 
and the Institut du Monde Arabe, Paris (1989).  
 
 
 



Nouvel’s body of work is unparalleled in its innovation and range. His approach is 
characterised by a conceptual rigour, rather than by an overarching aesthetic. He 
emphasises research, analysis and discussion, creating designs that are highly 
individual to each project. A key part of Nouvel’s process is his embrace of other 
disciplines, including music, literature and the moving image. 
 
Jean Nouvel has worked with the structural design and engineering firm Arup, 
led by David Glover and Ed Clark with Cecil Balmond, to realise this project.   
 
Julia Peyton-Jones, Director, and Hans Ulrich Obrist, Co-Director, Serpentine 
Gallery, said: ‘We could not be more thrilled that Jean Nouvel has designed the 
10th Serpentine Gallery Pavilion, the only commission of its kind worldwide that 
annually invites pre-eminent architects to complete their first built structure in 
England. It is an honour to bring Nouvel’s globally acclaimed work to London for 
everyone to enjoy.’  
 
There is no budget for the Serpentine Gallery Pavilion commission. It is paid 
for by sponsorship, sponsorship help-in-kind and the sale of the finished 
structure, which does not cover more than 40% of its cost. The Serpentine 
Gallery collaborates with a range of companies and individuals whose support 
makes it possible to realise the Pavilion. On the occasion of the 10th 
anniversary we are delighted the Pavilion is being supported by Arts Council 
England, through its Sustain programme.  

Moira Sinclair, Executive Director of Arts Council England, London said:  
 'Our Sustain fund was established to help support artistic excellence in the 
context of the economic downturn, and the Serpentine Pavilion is a landmark 
example – uniquely special to and beloved by London, and a key 'moment' on 
the international visual arts and architectural calendars. I am delighted that 
this grant, alongside our core funding to the Gallery, will help ensure a 
stunning Pavilion for 2010 that will inspire, intrigue and entertain everyone 
who explores it.' 

Arup will provide all the engineering and specialist design solutions for the Pavilion. 
Arup Director David Glover commented: ‘It is a privilege to support the Pavilion 
programme again this year on its 10th anniversary. Arup’s commitment to the 
Serpentine Pavilion reflects our belief in the project and the positive experience our 
teams get from working with some of the most exciting architects of our time. 
Ateliers Jean Nouvel are renowned for taking a rigorous and contextual approach 
to design which brings delight and surprise to all their projects. This year’s Pavilion 
is sure to be no exception.’ 
 

Peter Rogers, Director of Stanhope, will donate his expertise to all aspects of the 
Pavilion. He said: ‘The Serpentine Pavilion is a unique project whose innovative and 
challenging designs transcend normal building projects as well as fusing art and 
architecture in an exciting built form.’ 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
Jean Nouvel 
Jean Nouvel (b. 1945, Fumel, France) studied at the Ecole nationale supérieure des 
beaux-arts in Paris. From 1967 to 1970, he worked as an assistant and then as 
project manager to the acclaimed architects Claude Parent and Paul Virilio. Nouvel 
has headed his own architectural practice since 1970. In 1994 he established 
Ateliers Jean Nouvel, which is now one of the largest architectural practices in 
France with offices worldwide. Ateliers Jean Nouvel specialises in the fields of 
architecture, urban design, landscape design, industrial design and interior design.  
 
 
 
 
 



Jean Nouvel has been the recipient of architecture’s most prestigious honours, 
including The Pritzker Architecture Prize, 2008; the Wolf Prize in Arts, 2005; the 
Royal Institute of British Architects Royal Gold Medal, 2001; the Praemium 
Imperiale Prize, 2001, and others. He was made a Knight of the Légion d’Honneur 
in 2002, and in 1989 was awarded the Aga Khan Award for Architecture for 
L’Institut du Monde Arabe, Paris. 
 
Serpentine Gallery Pavilion Commission  
The Serpentine Gallery Pavilion commission was conceived by Serpentine Gallery 
Director, Julia Peyton-Jones, in 2000. It is an ongoing programme of temporary 
structures by internationally acclaimed architects and designers. The series is 
unique worldwide and presents the work of an international architect or design 
team who has not completed a building in England at the time of the Gallery’s 
invitation. The Pavilion architects to date are: Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa, 
SANAA, 2009; Frank Gehry, 2008; Olafur Eliasson and Kjetil Thorsen, 2007; Rem 
Koolhaas and Cecil Balmond, with Arup, 2006; Álvaro Siza and Eduardo Souto de 
Moura with Cecil Balmond, Arup, 2005; MVRDV with Arup, 2004 (un-realised); 
Oscar Niemeyer, 2003; Toyo Ito with Arup, 2002; Daniel Libeskind with Arup, 2001; 
and Zaha Hadid, 2000. Each Pavilion is sited on the Gallery’s lawn for three months 
and the immediacy of the process – a maximum of six months from invitation to 
completion – provides a peerless model for commissioning architecture.  
 
Park Nights, the Gallery’s acclaimed programme of public talks and events, will 
take place in Nouvel’s Pavilion, and will culminate in the annual Serpentine 
Gallery Marathon that takes place in October. 2010 is the 5th anniversary of the 
Marathon programme. In 2006 the Park Nights programme included the 
renowned 24-hour Serpentine Gallery Interview Marathon, convened by Hans 
Ulrich Obrist and architect Rem Koolhaas and was followed, in 2007, by the 
Serpentine Gallery Experiment Marathon presented by artist Olafur Eliasson and 
Obrist, which featured experiments performed by leading artists and scientists. 
In 2008, Obrist led over 60 participants in the Serpentine Gallery Manifesto 
Marathon, and 2009 saw the Serpentine Gallery Poetry Marathon.  
 
For press information, contact:  
Tom Coupe, 020 7298 1544, tomc@serpentinegallery.org  
Rose Dempsey, 020 7298 1520, rosed@serpentinegallery.org  
Erica Bolton, Bolton & Quinn, 020 7221 5000, erica@boltonquinn.com 
 

View previous Serpentine Gallery Pavilions at  
www.serpentinegallery.org/architecture  
 
Download press images at www.serpentinegallery.org/press 
 
Nearest Tube: South Kensington or Lancaster Gate 
Gallery open 10am to 6pm daily. Admission free 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sponsors and Supporters 
 
The Serpentine Gallery Pavilion is, both artistically and financially, a hugely 
ambitious undertaking. The construction and realisation of the Pavilion relies 
entirely on the support of a significant group of companies and individuals:  
 
 
Supported by 
 

 
 
Arts Council England is the national development agency for the arts in England, 
distributing public money from government and the National Lottery. 
www.artscouncil.org.uk  
 
 
Media Partner 
 

  
 
 
 
Advisors  

  
 
 

 
Arup is the creative force behind many of the world’s prominent building, 
infrastructure and industrial projects, offering a broad range of professional 
services through our global network.  
 
2010 marks Arup’s ninth year of collaboration on design and consulting for the 
Serpentine Pavilion.  During this time Arup has worked with many of the world’s 
most renowned architects, most recently Kazuyo Sejima & Ryue Nishizawa and 
Frank Gehry, to deliver a stunning series of avant-garde temporary structures. 
www.arup.com 
 
 

 
 

 
Stanhope plc is an inventive developer creating exceptional places in London and 
the South East. Stanhope plc is proud to support the Serpentine Gallery as one of 
London’s most uplifting and inspiring spaces. Since 2001, Peter Rogers, Director of 
Stanhope plc, has donated his expertise to all aspects of the Serpentine Gallery 
Pavilions and he continues to play a major role. www.stanhopeplc.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Platinum Sponsor 
 

 
 

 
Mace is an international consultancy and construction company, offering highly 
integrated services across the full property lifecycle. Our experts in programme and 
project management, construction delivery, cost consultancy, and facilities 
management thrive within our collaborative and entrepreneurial culture, constantly 
striving to find better solutions to complex infrastructure and property challenges. 
 
Our customers are at the core of what we do, and we continue to grow and expand 
to better serve their property needs across sectors and geographies. Our talented 
and professional people work from within our customers’ organisations, constantly 
asking challenging questions and driving value at every turn. We believe it is our 
relentless passion for finding a better way that helps us to deliver the best projects 
safely and efficiently, while defining industry best practice. www.macegroup.com 
 
 
Gold Sponsors 
 

 
 
Elliott Thomas is one of the leading site logistics providers in the UK.  Our core 
services include Logistics, Pre-construction, Security, Hoists and Construction. 
Elliott Thomas provides unique, cost-effective and innovative solutions, delivering 
best value and best practice. Elliott Thomas is proud to have been working in 
collaboration with the Serpentine Gallery. www.elliott-thomas.co.uk 
 

 
 
RBC Mobilier is a French contemporary furniture retailer, whose owner Franck 
Argentin has developed a close relationship with Jean Nouvel through their 
collaboration on the RBC Design Center project – opening 2011. RBC partners with 
Italian furniture manufacturer Arper to furnish the Serpentine Gallery Pavilion with 
a collection of Arper’s red Catifa chairs. www.rbcmobilier.com 
 
 

 
 
Stage One has diverse manufacturing capabilities, including specialist skills in the 
fabrication and installation of structures with complex forms and geometries using 
steel, timber and advanced composites. The Company has an innovative and 
proactive approach to the manufacture and build of permanent and temporary 
installations and works with a broad range of clients from the fields of architecture, 
bespoke furniture, live performance and events to facilitate maximum creative 
freedom. Please visit www.stageone.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges is a leader in the marketplace for sophisticated, 
international legal services. With more than 1,200 lawyers across the US, Europe 
and Asia, the firm serves many of the most successful companies in the world in 
their high-stakes matters and transactions.    
 
Weil Gotshal has built a world-class team of lawyers by pursuing a strategy of 
steady, purposeful growth. The firm is particularly noted for its expertise in 
corporate governance, business restructuring and private equity and now has 
leading lawyers based in London and around the globe. www.weil.com  
 
 
Silver Sponsors 
 
 

 
 
AEL provide a wide range of products from awnings as installed at the Serpentine 
Gallery to giant umbrellas and general shade protection through to external 
furniture, heating solutions and children’s play equipment. Our products are 
manufactured and installed by us giving us complete control on all projects. 
www.aelsolutions.com 
 
 

 
 
As one of the UK’s leading landscape companies, we have successfully completed 
some of the largest landscape projects in the country. Hasmead are pleased to be 
associated with the Serpentine Gallery Pavilion through the supply and installation 
of plants and trees from our nursery Premier Trees and installation by our bespoke 
team in London, who specialise in private gardens. www.hasmead.com 
 
 

 
 
Knight Frank LLP is the leading independent global property consultancy. 
Headquartered in London, Knight Frank and its New York-based global partner 
Newmark Knight Frank operate from over 165 offices, in 36 countries, in six 
continents. For further information about the company, please visit 
www.knightfrank.com  
 
 

 
 
Kvadrat was established in Denmark in 1968 and is the leading European supplier of 
contemporary high quality modern textiles and textile-related products for both 
architects to specify in public spaces and for the private consumer for the home 
throughout the world. The company continuously seeks to push the aesthetic, 
technological and artistic boundaries of textiles, working with a roster of the world’s 
top designers, architects and artists. www.kvadrat.dk 
 



 
 
NG Bailey provides a unique range of end-to-end ‘inside the building’ services, 
delivering a whole-life approach to construction. It offers a comprehensive range of 
services to the construction and property industries, including design, integration 
and optimisation services.   
 
NG Bailey employs some 3,300 people and has a turnover of £500m, through UK-
based operations. Sustainability is at the heart of the organisation, both for its 
clients, to help them improve their environmental performance, but also through its 
own estate. www.ngbailey.com 
 
 
Bronze Sponsors 
 

 
 
Barbed provide outdoor furniture to both corporate and private clients from a wide 
range of the world’s best manufacturers. Every year we show a unique view of the 
some of the most thoughtfully designed exterior products, sculpture and art in our 
large showroom in South West London. www.barbedltd.co.uk  
 
 

 
 

 

THINGS ARE CHANGING 
In order to avoid boredom of acquired positions, to overcome stillness of static 
situations and to restart desires and pleasures, Campeggi is imagining a bright and 
dynamic universe full of objects ready to be moved or transformed according to 
your desire. Campeggi proposes its own dictionary of Comfort, Agility, Movement, 
Practicalness, Economy, Gracefulness, Game and always Inexhaustible. Objects 
from Campeggi's collection will form a point of reference in future years for those in 
search of tech-typological innovation and not banality, of dynamic intelligence and 
not static stillness. Things that are not changing are bound to dry up; only those 
that can face a change do not die. Campeggi, always faithful to itself, is still 
changing for you. www.campeggisrl.it 
 

 
 
 
 

 
For the seventh year, DP9 will provide essential town planning assistance with all 
aspects of the Serpentine Gallery Pavilion planning application to Westminster City 
Council. www.dp9.co.uk 
 
 
 
 



         
 
Eckelt Glass, part of the Saint-Gobain XXLGlass European network of architectural 
glass processors, are delighted to continue our long association with the 
Serpentine Gallery Pavilion and to be involved with yet another project with Jean 
Nouvel.  We wish this year’s Pavilion the very best of success. www.eckelt.at 
 
 

 
 
Emeco and Coca-Cola are honoured by the selection of the 111 Navy Chair for Jean 
Nouvel’s Serpentine Pavilion. Made from 111 recycled PET bottles, the 111 Navy 
Chair is a reincarnation of Emeco’s iconic 100% aluminium Navy Chair, extending the 
collection with a new material and vivid colour.  
 
Emeco was founded in 1944 to make 100% aluminium furniture for the US Navy and 
has gone on to collaborate with the world’s leading designers.  
 
The Coca-Cola Company is the world’s largest beverage company, refreshing 
consumers with nearly 500 sparkling and still brands. 
www.emeco.net    
www.thecocacolacompany.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Established & Sons is a uniquely positioned British design company focused on 
producing and representing all that is innovative in contemporary design. Working 
with some of the world’s leading designers, architects and artists, since its launch 
in April 2005, Established & Sons has become highly revered and respected 
internationally. www.establishedandsons.com 
 
 

 
 
The vocation of FRED & FRED ® is to harness light in architectural space bringing 
comfort. FRED & FRED ® are committed to designing and selling innovative building 
materials,and are environmentally friendly. Our goal is to continually exceed our 
customers’ expectations and create fabulous interiors – we believe that the 
partition can be an optical show!  
www.fred-fred.com 
 
 
 



 
 
GTL Partnership Ltd – Innovation Below GroundTM is a market leading international 
foundation solutions company which specialises in helical (screw) pile technology. 
GTL has an acknowledged reputation for innovation, quality and performance. GTL 
is proud to announce its sponsored involvement in the Serpentine Gallery Pavilion 
2010. GTL will design, supply and install a foundation solution for world-renowned 
French architect Jean Nouvel.  www.gtl-partnership.com 
 

 
John Doyle group provides specialist services in high-quality concrete structure, 
interior fit out, construction and plant hire. This is the seventh year that John Doyle 
Group will have supported the Serpentine Gallery Pavilion. www.doyleplc.co.uk   
 
 

 
 
 
 

Lend Lease Projects is part of the Lend Lease corporation, one of the world’s 
leading project mangement and construction services companies. We take pride in 
forming close associations with our clients and delivering quality, timely and 
attentive service and promoting our culture of ‘Incident and Injury Free’. Our design 
safety team is extremely pleased to have once again been appointed as the CDM 
Co-ordinator for the project. www.lendlease.com 
 
 

 
 
LMV Design is specialized in crafting their clients’ desires that do not yet exist for 
interiors. LMV Design never fails to deliver sophisticated and luxurious solutions 
that exceed all expectations in terms of beauty, functionality, technologies, and, of 
course, quality. Lara Mazzoni, LMV Design founder, has always been a great admirer 
of the Serpentine Gallery. 
www.lmvdesign.com 
 
 
 

 
 
A digital leader…a responsible global citizen…a multi-faceted family of 
companies….an ethical business…Samsung is all of these and more. 
At Samsung Group and Samsung Electronics, our products, our people, and our 
approach to business are help to only the highest standards so that we can more 
effectively contribute to a better world.  www.samsung.com  
 
 
 



 
 
Providing land surveying and setting out services to prestigious projects 
nationwide, SES is able to meet clients’ requirements for all surveying disciplines 
within the property and construction industries. www.sesltd.uk.com 
 
 

 
 
Effortlessly combining style and technology, the ‘A’ rated FAB10 fridge from Smeg 
is available in four stylish colourways - orange, black, red and cream, as well as a 
Union Jack design for that cool Britannia look. With a gross capacity of 120 litres 
and an abundance of internal features, this fridge makes a practical and stylish 
addition to any home.  
 
For further information on Smeg’s range of FAB appliances please log on to 
www.smegretro.co.uk or call 0870 557 9907 for a brochure. 
 
 
 

 
 
We at Table Tennis Pro are delighted to be sponsoring the Serpentine Gallery 
Pavilion 2010 and expect our Lion Extreme Outdoor tables, which we’ve had 
customised to fit in with the Jean Nouvel design, to be a real treat to play on and a 
feature of the space. This is such an exciting time for Table Tennis.  The sport is 
really starting to take off and events like this are riding the wave of enthusiasm 
we’re seeing in our store every day. www.tabletennispro.co.uk 
 
 

 
 
WE-EF are manufacturers of exterior lighting, merging technical performance with 
functional design. We create luminaires that provide effective and innovative 
solutions for architectural lighting challenges worldwide. Designed and developed 
to international standards, WE-EF’s operation – from luminaire design through to 
the production process and subsequent application – is based on the principle of 
longevity. Each step carries with it the responsibility of environmental protection 
with the most effective use of resources. www.we-ef.com  
 
 

 
 
Founded in 1956, the Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts 
makes project-based grants to individuals and organizations and produces public 
programs to foster the development and exchange of diverse and challenging ideas 
about architecture and its role in the arts, culture, and society. 
www.grahamfoundation.org  
 
 



 
 
 
CULTURESFRANCE is the agency of the ministries of Foreign Affairs and Culture 
and Communications responsible for international cultural exchanges with France. 
It works on a daily basis in collaboration with other French and foreign partners in 
the private and public sector, at city or regional level in France or 
Europe. www.culturesfrance.com  
 
Summer Car Partner 
 

 
 

2010 marks the 75th anniversary of the Jaguar name. We have always been inspired 
to design and develop beautiful fast cars; cars that stand out and stand apart. At no 
point has this vision been more complete than today with the all-new XJ, the 
internationally renowned XF and the super sleek XK.   
 
As part of our ongoing 75 year celebrations, we are delighted to support the 40th 
Anniversary of the Serpentine Gallery and proudly sponsor the 2010 Summer 
Programme. 
www.jaguar.com 
 
 
 
Serpentine Gallery is funded by 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


