
 
 
Press Release     
 
 
Serpentine Gallery Pavilion 2005 
May - September 2005 
designed by MVRDV with Arup 
 
Supported by     
 
Integrated Design   
 
Advisors      
 

Media Partner     
 
 
Serpentine Gallery Summer Partner    
 
The Serpentine Gallery has commissioned the Dutch architectural 
practice MVRDV to design a spectacular Pavilion that will completely 
cover the height and width of the Serpentine Gallery on all sides 
throughout the summer of 2005. The vast grass-covered ‘mountain’, an 
extension of the surrounding park of Kensington Gardens will be a 
landmark visible throughout the city.  
 
MVRDV's radical scheme re-invents the concept of a Pavilion. Departing 
from previous Serpentine Pavilions erected on the Gallery’s lawn, their 
design for 2005 absorbs the Gallery to create a marriage between the 
Pavilion and the Serpentine's building. All the exhibitions and events 
during the summer of 2005 have been programmed to complement and 
explore this relationship, providing a completely new experience of the 
Gallery and the park itself.  
 
Park Nights - an extensive programme centred in and around the Pavilion 
- will include large-scale outdoor film screenings, experimental sound 
concerts, performances and talks that embrace the drama, scale and epic 
nature of the Pavilion.  
 



The ground-breaking structure will rise to 23.1 metres at its highest 
point, covering the Serpentine's familiar weather vane, and extending the 
Gallery's footprint to 2,475 square metres. With full disabled access, 
visitors can climb to the summit via walkways or a passenger hoist, 
seeing panoramic views of London from viewing platforms along the way.    
 
Inside the ‘mountain’, the space between the Gallery and the soaring 
walls of the Pavilion provide a dynamic lobby and meeting area and a 
view of the magnificent galvanised steel structural frame, weighing 200 
tonnes, that supports the structure.  Extending from this area at one 
side is an auditorium that will serve as a café by day and a forum for 
learning and entertainment at night. 
 
This will be the fifth in the Gallery's series of annual architecture 
commissions, which have won international acclaim for this unique 
approach to showcasing contemporary architecture.  Architects of 
previous Pavilions are Oscar Niemeyer (2003), Toyo Ito with Arup (2002), 
Daniel Libeskind with Arup (2001) and Zaha Hadid (2000). At the time of 
the Serpentine’s invitation, none of the architects had completed a 
structure in the UK.  
 
Julia Peyton-Jones, Serpentine Gallery Director and Project Director of 
the Pavilion, said: "I am thrilled with MVRDV’s visionary design for the 
Serpentine Gallery Pavilion 2005.  It plays on the Gallery’s park setting 
and pushes the very definition of what we think of as a Pavilion.  This 
project is the most ambitious that the Serpentine has undertaken since 
its renovation in 1998 and ups the stakes, yet again, of our annual 
architectural commission.” 
 
MVRDV said: "When we approached our design for the Serpentine 
Gallery Pavilion, we asked ourselves whether we could devise a pavilion 
that can be used to serve not only the Gallery but also the park by 
extending them both. Would it be possible to create a marriage between 
the two? Our solution was to absorb the Gallery into the Pavilion, 
transforming it into a mysterious hidden space and adding a recreational 
hill to the park - a landmark, with far-reaching views.” 
 
For the second year running, the Serpentine Gallery Pavilion will be 
supported by Eurex, the world's largest futures and options exchange.  
Rudolf Ferscha, Chief Executive Officer of Eurex said: “We are delighted 
to be associated with one of London's finest and most accessible modern 
and contemporary art galleries and the Serpentine Gallery Pavilion offers 
us a fantastic opportunity to interact with our London-based customers 
and the community at large. Eurex stands for open and equal access to 
financial markets. We connect people across borders and, in this spirit, 
we support this exciting project.” 



 
Engineers Arup will again play a key role in the realisation of the 
structure. Cecil Balmond, Deputy Chairman of Arup, said: "MVRDV has 
shown a boldness to explore materials and configuration not just of 
buildings but of information systems and data, how one becomes the 
other, and in architecture the contemporary being a continuous 
exchange of space and material - a perfect answer to the Serpentine 
Pavilion in the park." 
 
MVRDV 
MVRDV was founded in 1991 by Winy Maas, Jacob van Rijs and Nathalie 
de Vries. The Rotterdam-based practice, named using the initials of its 
founders, has rapidly established a worldwide reputation for its 
innovative, team-led approach to design and urban planning.  As a result 
of this research-based approach MVRDV buildings are all very different, 
as the practice eschews a signature style in favour of a design created 
from the specific requirements of each structure. The use of non-
traditional materials is another notable feature of MVRDV's design. 
 
Among acclaimed early projects realised by the architects were the 
headquarters for Public Broadcasting Company VPRO in Hilversum, The 
Netherlands, and their housing scheme for the elderly, WoZoCos, in 
Amsterdam (both 1997).  International projects realised by MVRDV 
include the Dutch Pavilion for the World Exhibition 2000 in Hanover, 
Germany; the business park Flight Forum in Eindhoven, The 
Netherlands (2001), and the Matsudai Cultural Village Centre, Japan 
(2003).  
 
Current projects either in the design or build stage include a cultural 
centre in Eindhoven, the municipal library in Spijkenisse, an urban plan 
for the Oslo harbour area and housing projects in Amsterdam, The 
Hague, Madrid and Beijing. MVRDV has won a number of awards 
including the 2004 Amsterdam Arts Prize for Architecture for its work as 
a whole.  They have also been honoured for many of their individual 
projects including the Dutch Pavilion, which won the Belmont Prize from 
the German Forberg Schneider Foundation and was nominated for a 
World Architecture Award.  Four of their realised projects have been 
nominated for the Mies van der Rohe Award, including most recently a 
housing project in Ypenburg, The Netherlands.  
 
As in previous years, the Pavilion will be offered for sale.  Please contact 
Rupert des Forges at Knight Frank on 020 7861 1777 for more 
information. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
For more information please contact Rose Dempsey on 020 7298 
1520/28  
rosed@serpentinegallery.org 
Kensington Gardens 
London W2 3XA 
TEL 020 7402 6075 
FAX 020 7402 4103 
www.serpentinegallery.org  
 
 
The Pavilion has also been generously supported by  
 
Park Nights is supported by the Netherlands Architecture Fund and the Netherlands 
Culture Fund from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Education, 
Culture and Science. 
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