PLAY AS

RADICAL

PRACTICE



Play as Radical Practice was the 2016 Changing
Play Serpentine Galleries commission. Artist
Albert Potrony worked with children aged
between two and four years old and Early

Years Practitioners to explore the value and
possibilities of free play in the school system.

Taking up residence at The Portman Early
Childhood Centre, Albert developed a kit

of multiple parts using transparent sheets,
reflective roll, foam tubes, circles and triangles
sourced from DIY shops and scrap stores. Over
12 weeks the children used and re-purposed
the materials and developed their own lines

of enquiry.

Materials were adapted according to how the
children used them. Scale, quantity, number of
variables and location of use were in constant
flux, being reassessed through observation,
active engagement with the children and
discussion with staff.

Through this process of collective endeavour
new materials emerged during the project; film,
photographs, conversations and questions
have been developed into a new kit of multiple
parts and result in this booklet, card game

and a film for the conversation to be continued
and developed beyond the commission by the
people who play it.



Foreword

Children are inherently curious beings, eager to explore
the world. A drive to play is pushed by a motivation to
experience life in a deeply meaningful and personal
way. Scholar Miguel Sicart describes this as aninnate
human necessity: ‘we play because we are human, and
we need to understand what makes us human, notin an
evolutionary or cognitive way but in a humanistic way.
Play is the force that pulls us together.’

Sicart, Miguel (2014) Playful thinking series:
Play Matters, Cambridge: MIT Press, p6

So how can play change us?

Play is a creative process. Play is a means of connecting
people with themselves, with others, with new ideas and
divergent ways of thinking. It offers us the opportunity
to express, construct, deconstruct and negotiate
understandings of the world. Play is a tool for individual
and collective transformation, a way of becoming.

At a time when national curriculum is increasingly
promoting an education culture of standardisation,

individualism and outcome-driven learning in schools.
The ongoing partnership between Serpentine Galleries
and the Portman Early Children’s Centre presents

an unparalleled opportunity to explore the radical
possibilities of art, play and early childhood education.

Our image of children is of competent, complex and
intelligent individuals, capable of participating in the
values, beliefs and understandings that shape their lives.
Children are able to play an active role in co-constructing
culture and cultural values alongside adults when
principles and practices are developed in response to
children’s curiosities.

Changing Play is built upon pedagogic practice that
values democratic exchange, uncertainty and difference
amongst groups of people. Relationships and friendships
between children, artists, curators, teachers and families
have planted the seeds that the project has grown from.
Aradical conceptin neoliberal times.

Louisa Penfold
Independent Children’s Curator and Researcher






Albert Potrony has developed a short
film following his residency with Portman
Early Childhood Centre. The film will be
available in Summer 2017 and can be
viewed online at serpentinegalleries.org/
playasradicalpractice 3
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